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First Discussion Held of Possible City Management 
by Katie Evans, adapted from minvtes taken at the meeting 

The 6rst meeting between unexa city governing 
officWs and the membership of LHS was Thursday. 
January 27. Fo rry people attended Those from the 
City were Council mc=mbers Mike Boehm, D iane 
LinveI. John Ramsey, Jane Klcin, and Mayor Joan 
Bowman. All are also LHS members. 

This meeting \vas to detc:rmine whether or not 
the majority of LHS members favor city manage­
ment of the Barn. 

LHS President Mary Kay Smith, LB Museum 
Director Peggy St2nton, and Mayor Joan Bowman 
composed a panel leading the discussion. Mayor 
Bowman started out by saying that she had been 
advised by City Staff that while the City doesn't nec­
essarily want [0 manage LBM, there may be some 
positives for the City to operate the museum com­
plex. She also said it was her understanding that 
UiS' ability to raise funds and provide volunteers at 
the Barn had decreased. 

:Mayor Bowman assured the members that she is 
interested in keeping the relationship between the 
City and LHS as good as it has been in the past. She 
stated clut the enrire membership needs to partici~ 
pate in this part of the pWming for the museum's 
future. If LHS prefers other options to City man­
agement, they need to be d early defined and an out­
line of procedure needs to be made. 

The evening's discussion touched on many sub­
jects, such as whom should own the collection, ben­
efits for Bun employees if they were City employ­
ees, how other museums are doing which are operat­
ed by government as opposed to non-profit groups, 
and what plans does the City have to increase the 
transient guest tax, from which funding for LBM 
comes now. 

Peggy stated an intention to talk to a respected 
and experienced authority, Dan Holt, of the 
Eisenhower Museum in Abilene., on the subject of 
government vs. non-profit museum operation . In 
the meantime, soe presented some information that 
sbe had re5ea.rched.. Some of me benefits of LHS 
recuru.ng management are: 
• Many ":,~~wn grams are noc available to govern­
ment enlllles 
• A non-proSt group is bener protected by the law 
in the event o f a lawsuit 
• Sometimes governmencs are Jess accepting of 
Mu~um Standards and Practices if they don't see 
the va1ue in them 

Some of the beoe£tS of Ciry management are: 
• LHS funds could be used to improve the eo Uce­
rion and rdated programming fo r the public 

• Probably, more staff co uld be hired. LBM is 
understaffed and pay leve.ls do n't meet those of the 
Musewn Field. 
• LHS could devote more rime and energy to other 
aspects of historical preservation, restlrch. e tc. 

Peggy suggested chat a new museum board be 
estabtished, comprised of LHS members and Cicy 
Staff. It would ensure accountability to LHS and the 
Gty. It was agreed that that was a good idea, and 
should be done., jf City management occurs. 

A.ll those p resent understood mat no definitive 
answers would come from this meeting. However. it 
\.1la5 agreed that a task force to research and discuss 
the situation be formed. The task force would con­
sist of several members of City Staff and LHS. (A 
task force has since been formed. See page 2 fo r 
related information.) 

If anyone would like to read the minUteS from 
this meeting, they can be found at LBM at the franc 
desk in a book marked "2000 Board Minutes." 
Thanks to Beryl Hennigh, who tOok very complete 
notes and wtote the minutes. 

.. .. march General · .... 
Membership Meeting 

Thursday. March 23 
7:00 p.m. 

Lenexa United Methodist Church 

Wesley Room 


9138 Caenen Lake Road 

(enter the church from t he west parking 101) 

All general membership meetings wi ll be on the 
: fourth Thursday this YPBr, with the exception of 
• November. Because of Thanksgiving, the November 
: meeting will be the tffth Thursday. 
: Our speaker in March will be Pal O'Neill, who will tell 
: us about "The Irish in Kansas City." Mr. O'Neill is the 
: author of ·From lhe Bonom Up: The SIOl)' of the Irish in 
: Kansas City.-- He has done eXlensive research into the 
: history and impac1 01 the Irish in Ihe Kansas City area in 
: the mid-1840s. 
• Aelreshments will be served lollowing Ihe program. 

Please bring a lriend. This evening will be lun and very 
interes1ing~ 

.-------------------_._-------------------­
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LHS News 

Spinach Festival. The Spinach FcscivaJ is September 
9. The annlW event will feature booths for c:rafts ~ 
antiques. Walt McKenzie, 888-0666, is contacting 
crUte:rs, and Greg Peterson, 541 ·8446, the antique 
dealers. 
T ask Force. A Task Fon;.c has been organized to 
study the possibility of the City of Lenexl. assuming 
responsibility for the operation o f LBM. Mary Kay 
Smith, Erncsrioe Johnson., Jim Sp1ith, and Peggy 
$f1nron will represent LHS. M..ayor Bowman appointed 
Council members Dick Dyer and Jane Klein, City 
Clerk Smdy Howdl., and Assiswlt City Attorney Eric 
Ambler to represent the City. R.r:commend2tioos from 
the Task Force: will be presented at the March mem­
bership mttting. 
D ocent P rogram. The 8U'O's docent program is ready 
to go. If you would like to voluntec:r to be a Bam 
docent, please call Peggy at the Barn. 
Telephone: Committee. For the past two yean. the 
foUowing people have served on the LHS Tdephone 
Committee:: Eleanor Boley, Roberta Bridges, Mildred 
Hunt, Ernestine Johnson, Carolyn Keech, JO:il'l 
Markman, Jane Schmidt, Jean SOrell, Mary Kay Smith, 
and Sue Wilson. Pat White and Mary Jo Jones bave 
joined the committee this year. 

The clllers remind members about meeti.ngs and 
special. events and hdp uS III to keep in touch. Their 
effortS are catainly appreciated. If anyone is over­
looked, or if someone would prefer not to be called, 
please contact Mary Kay Smith., 888-0144. 
Gift Shop. Our thanks to Bob Ros~ who recmtly 
insulled new shelves in the Gift Shop. Although the 
comer is small, thae is a nice selection of pottery by 
artisans of the Flint Hills and a variety of books, 
maps., printS, post cards and novdcies for kids. 
Thimbles, spoons wd m~ets with LBM design will 
be :uriving shortly. Purchases help suppon IRS activi­
ties. Members get 10% oft 

A new book by Barbara Swell h entitled "Childten 
at the Hearth.. .. It provides infofoucoo about cooking. 
manners, and games of the 19th century. The recipes 
include hardtack. cathead biscuits, hobo mulligan Stew, 
talking food basket, hoe cake, mud pie, and strawberry 
fruit leather. It cliscusses folk remed.les., frontier 

Need to Call an Officer/Board Member? 
Pres. Mary Kay Smith ............. .888-0144 

Pres.-elect Jim Spaith .............631-2502 

Vice Pres. Angelo Mino .....•.......438-3364 

SeclEx-officio Katie Evans ..... .....268-4606 

Treas. Norman Keech ...... . , . . ....648-0438 

Frank Andrews .. . .... ..........894-1376 

Walt McKenzie .. ...... ....888-0666 

Bob Lillie .. ........... ...... ....888-1476 

Legler Bam Museum ..... ....... ..492-0038 


hygiene, and cour:ting. The book is illustrated with vin­
tage photOS, and is Il~ble fo r purchase for $5.95. 
Herb Garden. Marie Hormann will again chair the 
Herb ~rden committee. She reportS that on the sec­
ond Tuesday in M2y, the Lenexa Garden and Fidd 
Club will clean up the inside 9.r\d outside of the gar­
den. A new fence is needed badly. 

Beds are assigned to individuals. ~d there ue a 
nwnba of be.ds available.. Anyone who is interested in 
adopting a bed showd contact Marie at 888-9822 as 
soon as possible. 
Lenexa BBQ. The ~t Lenexa SBQ Battle: Kansas 
State Championship will be Satwday, June 24 at Suo 
Ko-Par Trt.ils Park. This provides a fundraising oppor­
tunity for LHS. The Society will operate the parking 
lot south of 87th St., along Greenway. Volunteers to 
colkct money 2nd direct ars shouJd contact Bob 
Lillie, 888-1476. 
Postcard Exhibit. An outstanding ahibit from the 
Kmsas Sute HistoriC2l Society is on displar at the 
Legler Buo Museum through Much 19. ''Postcatds 
from the Past: Preserving the Built Environmcor" pro­
vides historic photos of Kansas laodsC2pe. Ie's we:; 
worth a visit to the Bam. 
Newton Smith Memorials. There h:l.ve been anum· 
ber of conaibuDons in memory of Newton Smith., 
and Mary Kay and her f:amily are gnrefu:. Th~ fund 
will be used to publish 2 book, "Hi$torical Firsts of 
Johnson County." Proceeds from the book will go to 
LHS. 
Outstanding Volunt~er. Volunteers ate esscntiallo 
the opaation of LBM. The lis! of those who con­
tribute is endless, so each month., we are going to 
salute one individu2l This mo nth., tNt person :s 
Norm Keech. He volunteers each Tuesdar. from 10:00 
a..m.. to 4:00 pm., and cheerfully does wh:atevCf i.5 
need.ed.. He frequently covers the reception desk :and 
tdephone. Norm lus many skills--computer, handy­
man, etc.,:and LHS benefits from -a.\.l of them. M:any 
th:ank.s [0 Norm! 
Barnyard Babes. Since many o f ow members :UVl!D'[ 
heard about Out fcce prognm for preschoolcn c:al.lc:d 
B:aroyard Babes, here is some inforQ"laoo:;. Three- to 
five-ycar-olds enjoy m:a.king theme-telated crafts. Story 
telling, sonv and finger plays are included in the scs­
sions. Kids make cf"2fts rdl1[cd to the seasons or holi­
day of the month, and also 2 little history o f Lenexa 
and LBM. Classes are twice a month on Tuesdays dur­
ing the school year. So fae. it }u.s been v~r}" populu, 
wilh a wa..iting list for the eight !eatS. 
Tartan Day Celebration. Bc:gioning Much 25, LBM 
will display Scottish H eriragc. The exhibit, by Fr:ank 
Andu:ws., fOOJses on the history o f SCOtS and tho r 
descendants who emigr.ued to this area... The exhibit 
includes histories, ttadirional Scottish musical instrU­
ments, Icilts, and wtanS. Natioru.! Tart:ll\ Day is April 
6. 



Nancey Makes Good 

Cookies! 


Nancey Spaith made such good macaroon cookies 
for the January membership meeting that many people 
asked her for the recipe. Here it is. 

Nancey Spaith's Grandmothers 

H oliday Macaroons 


2 <ggs 
3/ 4 cup sugar 
1/ 3 cup flour 
1/ 4 teaspoon baking powder 
1/8 teaspoon salt 
1 tablespoon melted buner, cooled 
1 teaspoon vanill:a 
2 2/3 cups coconut 

B~( eggs until foamy. Slowly add sugar Uld beat until 
thickened, about 5 minutes. Fold in flour, b~ pow­
der and salt. Then fold in butter, vanilla, and coconut. 
Drop from teaspoon or melonballet OntO greased and 
floured cookie sheet (or use parchment paper on cook­
ie sheet.) Bue at 325 degrees until cookies are brown 
UQund the edge., about 15 minutes. If fOU are using 
two racks in the oven, bake for 
7 1/2 minutes, switch racks. and bake another 7 1/2 
minutes. Makes 3 dozen. For 2 festive look, place a 
candied cherry in the center of each cookie before 
bilin& 

Thanks for Your Help with 
the Soup Luncheon 

We want to thank all of those wonderful people who 
helped with the Soup Luncheon. We are indeed grateful 
to May Kay Smith and the Telephone Committee, and 
the soup makers and bakers, aU great cooks. For so 
many years, Donna McClure has put aU the soup 
together and added her special touch. She and her 
kitchen crew does such a great job. We had lots of help 
this year lor dessert, bread and drink table,s wai1ers, set 
up crew, and clean up crew. You were all great. There 
were those who sold gift items lrom LBM and baked 
items, and those at the door taking money and 

tlckets.Some set up the trays and utensils. 
Publicity wa good. Lenexa Hy-Vee Sysco and Uplon 

contributed some 01 the ingredients lor the soup. We 
especially want to thank all those who purchased and 
sold tickets, invited guests and supported LHS with their 
presence. Oave Edwards at Sebring so graciously lets 
us store equipment and supplies necessary for this pro­
ject and other fund raisers for LHS. Thanks to Lenexa 
Parks and Recreation for letting us use the Community 

Center. Anything worthwhile is work, so they say. You all 
made it so much easier. We appreciate your time and 

effort. 
Sincerely, Rita OeBrabander and Pat Lierly, co-chairs . 

.......................................................... f··············· ..·····································,··· 

Many Thanks to our 


Benefactors 


The Lenexa Historical Society and Legler Barn 
Museum are very fortunate 10 have generous 
benefactors helping us meet the financial require­
ments of operating the 8am. Toey are: 
Amos Family Funeral Homes 
Cookbook Publishers Inc. 
Hennes Landscaping 
Zarda Bar-B-Q and Catering 

Thanks 10 ali four companies for their generos­
ity, 

We appreciate Lenexa Holiday Inn and 
Sebring Decorating Supply for their continued 
support. 

Premier Bank 1s now a corporate member of 
LHS. Please patronize all our corporate friends! 

Valentine's Day Items 
Needed 

Hi, my name is Sharon H:urunontt~ a volun ­
teer at the Legler Barn Museum, you know, the lady 
with me camel'2 anached to her hand. Next yeu, I 
am planning a ce.mpocacy exhibit for Valentine's D ay. 
This is a very special day for a lot of you romance 
pwple and ] ~I theze are \\ lot of you thai wonde r, 
why do we cdebrue Valentine's Day? 

I need your help. I f you have anything that you 
would like to donate, old cards. sruffed animals, 
dried flowets, candy boxes. picrures of yoU! m ost 
memorable tQmannc evenin~yth.ia.g chat you 
think would be of imereSL Please bring it co the 
Bam, or leave a message at the Barn, and I wi.ll be 
happy to pick it up. If you have one Valentine's D ay 
that was extra special, write a saWl paragraph about 
that day and the person with the most tomantic 
story will win a prize. 



New Traveling Education 
Trunks Being Formed 

by Karla Horkrnan 

I volunteer for the Legler Bam Museum. My 
background is education and I am currently devel­
oping the first of what is hoped to be severallrav­
eHng education trunks. Our goal is to serve the 
community by creating a unique teaching 1001 for 
the use at educators in Lenexa and the surround­
ing area. 

The trunks are designed to be a complete unit 
that is teacher-friendly, with a variety of activities 
that integrate history with reading, math, science 
and geography in a fun format. The curriculum is 
scripted so teachers can easily present their 
choice of sub-topics and select extended activities 
for more in-depth study of a topic. The trunk con­
tains audio-visual materials such as photographs, 
maps, charts, videos, and music. Objects, arti­
facts, and reproductions, will be included to pro­
vide visual and tactile experiences for the stu­
dents. We hope to have the first trunk completed 
by mid-summer so we can introduce the trunk to 
teachers as the school year begins. 

The first trunk topic is The Santa Fe Trail and 
while we have been coUecting materials, there are 
many opportunities for patrons of history to assist 
in this worthwhile endeavor. The following is a 
partial list of items we need to fill the trunk. Please 
keep in mind duplicates are welcome as replace­
ments for lost or damaged objects. We also invite 
readers to make suggestions for appropriate 
objects for the period of 1820 to 1870. If you can 

help by donating an object, or providing funds or 
services, please contact the museum. 
• Trunk, storage container, large cooler or suitcase 
with wheels and handle 
• Old genuine quill and ink well 
• Wire-rim glasses 
• Medicine bottles 
• Wagon wheel spokes or hub (doesn" have to be 
a complete wheel) 
• Tinware or graniteware items, chamber pot, 
water ladle, etc. 
• Sewing kit items 
• Old leather-bound ledgers and personal journals 
• Small wooden keg (even better if it holds water) 
• Wooden spigot 
• Cobbler form and stand 
• Kerosene lantern 
• Hat pins 
• Darning egg 
• 4n to 6n thick, large foam scraps for packing 
• Kansas City Centennial items 
• Postcards of Santa Fe Trail sites, the older the 
better 
• Books, video tapes, and music cassettes on the 
Santa Fe Trail 

In addition to specific items, we need funds for 
laminating paper materials and small display 
cases for individual objects. We also need a vol­
unteer to type from text, a person to do some cal­
ligraphy, and woodworker or craftsman that can do 
small assembly tasks. Thank you! 

Board Action 
At the February meeting, the following 

Lenexa HistOlicaI Society 2000 LHS goals were set: 
Non-Profrt Org. 

14907 W. 87th St. Pkwy. U.S. Postage PAID • Develop programs to involve school-age chil­
Lenexa, KS 66215-4135 Permit No. 57 dren, thus interesting them and their parents in 

Shawnee Mission, KS membersrup in LHS. 
• Put the nameS and addresses of new mem· 
bers in the next newslenet. 
• To publish a new bookJeccalled "Hiscoec 
Firsts of Johnson County." . 
• E stablish a docent's program. The mwuallS 
ready. 
• To continue to ideocify and mark hi storic 
places. 

Mt~r discussion it ..vas d ecided that the 
following committees would not be 
r~tained: Aucomarion, Strategic Planning. and 
Long-term Fundraising . 

.- ~ 


