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From the 

President's Corner 


by Mary Kay Smith 

Volunteer Recognition 
Ie has been my pleasure chis year to recognize 

members who h3Ve given outstanding SU'l-ice to our 
Lenexa Hlsto rical Societ)·. Now as m y term of office 
draws to an end. I am frusrrated because there aK so 
many 1 still want to write about. 

This month I wam to start by expressing my sym­
pathy to Mildred Hunt fOI the passing of Norman 
Hunt. We Kmember him so well as the "depot mas­
ter" of the Depoe when it was Opal on spccia1 occa­
sions. Mildred continucs to volunteer. She has 
described hee experiences of teaching in a one-room 
school, helps at the Soup Luncheon and Spinach 
Festival. and serves on the Telephone Comminee. 

Two other people who have contributed so much 
to the Society from its beginning are Dorothy and 
Bob Rose. W'henever there are dinners, meetings, 
Soup Luncheon, Spinach Festival, BBQ Parking_in 
fact, in ill of our activities, they are involved. Bob is 
''"M:r. Fix-it." For_example, at OUI last Board meeting, 
concern was expressed about the condition of the 
brick walkway around the Strang Waiting Station. The 
solution: Bob Rose will know what to do abOllt it. The 
Roses are chaner members whose dedication to LHS 
has never wavered through the yean;. We are grateful. 
(The little lake in Sar-Ko-Par Trails Park bears their 
name.) 

2001 
1 have enjoyed serving u Prcsident, but I must con· 

fess that at times, I fdt a little reluctant to aggressively 
make plans while we were w:airing for the recommen· 
dations of the LHS/ Gry Tuk force.. At this point, I 
am now enmusiasuc and confident about 2001. Q ur 
staff will remain, and ram convinced that BiU ~icks is 
committed to insuring the continued pro Cessio nal 
adminisrnuon o f me Legltt Barn Complex. 

The Lenexa Histo rical Society hopes to occupy the 
height room of the. Depot, where it can mainain its 
own office, ftles, co mpuler, etc. We will continue to 
run the Gift Shop, the craft booths at the Spinach 
FestM..I, the Soup Luncheon, SBQ p:lrlcing, serve as 
docCIlts, hd p with school presenutions, do historic 
research and publishing and help the staff as we do 
now. In fact, most of our present activi ties "Q..i.ll concin· 
U~ 

November Ge'1i~ral '., 
; ;MembershipMe~tiOg'~ 

Thursday, Nov. 30 

Program: 7:00 


Lenexa United Methodist Church 

9138 Caenen Lake Rd. 


This month, the program ",ill be given by 
Jean Chavez. She wi1l discuss Hispanics' ioflu­
eDce in this area's history. 

Refreshments will be served fOUowmg the pro­
gram. As always, friends and neighbors art wel­
come. 

If you have an Y' questions about the program, 
please call Program Chair Jim Spaith at 631-9541. 

Future meeting date: The January 2001 meet­
ing will be on the 25th.

•.......................................................... 

I am proposing two major projects for LHS to 

undertake in 200t. Our number one priority must 
be to obtain an ?(f-sile storage facility for the arti ­
facts which we own and for which we are responsibic. 
Unless space is acquired., a moratorium will have to be 
imposed on future acquisitions. 

Secondly, I propose the restoration of the 
Caboose. Peggy Stanton has installed a significant 
exhibit in me Depot, and it will remain there for sev­
eu..! years. The Caboose would amance it, and we 
receive many reguests from visitors who want to see 
its interior. These twO projectS are tremendous chal­
lenges for LHS in 2001. 

Welcome to New Members 
We ex tend a hearty w come to the foUowiog peo­

ple who joined Lenexa Historical Society in 2000: 
John P. Connor, Overland Park 
John Hart, Mound City, KS 
Mike H endricks, Lenexa 
Jennifer Hunter, Fairway 
L arry and Jody Malone, Lenexa 
Cindy McKimms, Lenexa 
Jan Melton, Carksville, MD 
Margarel Stanton, Legler Barn Museum Director 

We also remember our members we lost through 
death: Lorena Bass, Norman Hunt, Hildred 
Reents, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Schweiger, Newton 
Smith, and Genevieve WillJiams. 

. . .­
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LHS News 

2001 Membership Dues 
A Dew membersrup directory will he published 

in 2001. Members' dues (or the next year ale 
payable now. The names of ;aU who have paid on or 
before January 31 will be included in the directory. 
Please mail or bring your renewal form (found on page: 
3) to the membership meeting on November 30. 

New Publication 
A booklet entitled "Historic Firsts of Johnson 

County" hl.S been published by the Lenexa Historical 
Society. It ind udes over 60 odd and little-known fa.cts 
about Johnson Couney. It is available for purchase a l 

the Gift Shop for $1. Also check on "Colorful 
Characters in Local History." The COSt is S3. 

Historic Sites 
The Lenexa Historical Society has an ongoing 

program of designating homes or structures of 
historical significance in Lenexa. Plaques have been 
installed on the €hapeLQf Holy Trinity Church. W 
Haskin House at 9426 POumrn Road, the uckm:ln ­
Thompson Home at 11801 Lackman Road, the Spa..r.lin 
Home af 9318 Noland Road, and the Crockett Bit and 
Spur Co. :11 18880 W 87th Sc 

Buildings in Old ToVtTI, the Lenexa United 
Methodist Church, and the Salem Lutheran Church 
also qualify. If you know of others to consider, please 
contact Mary Kay Smith, 888-0144. 

Looking for unique Christmas gifts? StOP by 
our Gift Shop! It is stocked with lovely pottery, 
interesting books, and local items. LHS publishes a 
booklet titled "Historic Sites of Lenexa" which is 
only one o( many titles mac make exceUe.nt gifts. It is 
onJy $5. Remember, LHS members gel 10% 0(( 

Need to Call an Of1icer/Board Member? 
Pres. Mary Kay Smith ....... ... .. ' .888-0144 

Pres.-elect Jim Spaith .... . . 631-2502 
Vice Pres. Angelo Mino ....... .... . . 438-3364 

SecJEx-officio Katie Evans .... . .. ...268-4606 
Treas. Norman Keech. . . .... .... 648-0438 

Frank Andrews. . . . . . . .. . ...894-1376 
Wall McKenzie .. ........888·0666 

Bob Ullie .888-1476 
Legler Bam Museum .... ..........492-0038 


In Recognition of Virginia Owen 
Virginia Owen, an LHS life member, was 

recently honored at an impressive ceremony at the 
Overland Park Elementary School. ViJ:gi.nia 
financed and created mto photographic exhibits for 
w:ills in the school's atrium h:allWlllY. O ne depicts the 
e~Jy history of William Strmg and the ciey, and the 
other, the aviation history of O'lecland Puk. 

Frank Champion was an e:arJy day" aviacor who had 
an operation in Overland Pllk. His daughter, Ms. 
Hazel Masculine, travcJed from the state of 
Washington to partiapate. 

Schools in Lenexa could benefit from historical 
exhibits, murals, etc. 

Board Election 
At tbe November General Membership 

Meeting, we will be voting on fWQ candidates to 
fill the two vacancies left by departing members 
Frank Andrews and Angelo Mino . The candidates 
are Johnna lingle and Rick Hoffman. 

Remaining on the Board are Jim Spaith, president; 
Mary Kay Smith, Ex--officio; Norman Keech, Bob 
Lillie, and Walt McKenzie. 

Thanks for-the Refreshments 
Thank you to Nancey Spaith, wife of Board 

member and Program Chairman Jim Spaith, for pro­
viding the delicious cookies and drinks at all our gen ­
era) membership Oleerinv this year. She made many 
things herself. Everything vnos always pretty, taSty, and 
very much appreci:ned! 

Stop By Our Gift Shop for Christmas 

~~ ",~..!~AA 
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d 6
Every Veterans 

Day, we should call ·W· ' 


, the military veterans . , ~ : 
, we know and thank .: . 

them for their mili­
tary service. They 
deserve our appre­
ciation and respect! 

I II 

"Bam Talk" is published by the Lenexa Historical Society. © 2000. Editor: Katie Evans. 
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.-----------------------------------------, 

Lenexa Historical Society Membership Application 

for Renewals or New Members 
Homesteader, Single _ __$20 (Annual) Corporate Memberships 
Homesteader, f ami ly _ __$30 (Annual) Lenexa Station Agent ______ _$1 00 (Annual) 
Spinach Farmer, Life _ __$200-249 (Life) Stonemason ___________ _$1 000 (Life) 
Legler Bam Builder ___ _$250-499 (Annual) Octave Chanute Society ___ _ _ _ $2,500 (Annual 
Na-Nex-Se _ _____ _ _$500-749 (Annual) and up 
Chief Blackhoofs Tribe _ _$750 and up 


(Annual) 


Name(s)______ _________ _ _ _____________ _ 

Authorized person, if corporation ________________________ _ 

Street_____ _ ________ ________________ _ _ 

City___________State________ Zip,_ _______ _ 

Home phone Business phone,_ --;c;-;;:-::::::::-::--:-:=:-;-_-:-::-:-;:-;-_ 
Please mail to LHS, 14907 w. 87th SI. Pkwy, Lenexa, KS 66215-4135 by JANU­
ARY 31 . Please make checks payable to Lenexa Historical Society. THANK 
YOU! 
~-----------------------------------------~ 
Read All About It! 

November Honors U.S. Military Veter.ans 
War has been a grim and sad part of our coun ­

try's history, and Lenexa has not escaped its call . 
Many Lenexans have served in our nation's mili· 
tary branches, 

T he "Johnson County Herald" printed a list of 
men who were recalled to active duty in Korea. 
The list appeared on April 12, 1951. What follows 
is an excerpt from that article. 

''Thirty-two men from Northeast Johnson 
County who are members of the 758 Field Artillery 
Battalion will be activated May 1 with the battalion. 
They are to report to Fort Bragg, North Carolina, 
where they will undergo more training_ The men 
from this area [Lenexa) who are recalled are: 
Sgt Earl F. Stolbert 
Sgt. Robert B. Newcomer 
Sgt. Fred C, Ryckert 
Cpt Robert H. Hennigh 
Pvt. Charles L Blackwell 
Pvt, James H. Blackwell 
Pvt. Oonald E. Morris 
Pvt . Marvin O . Sherfey" 

T he reca ll of these men was made all the 

more poignant, frustrating, and frig htening 
because many of them still ca rried the horrific 
memories of having survived World War II, which 
had ended just six years earlier, 

Imagine being the man who, once again, had 
10 face the conditions of living near battle fields 
and the possibil ity of death every day. Imagine the 
women who loved those men, once again saying 
goodbye at the bus or train station, once again liv­
ing through each long day, sometimes alone, and 
praying their loved ones were safe. Those women 
and men, in the words of Patrick Henry's famous 
speech on patriotism, "deserve the love and 
respec1 of every man and woman.~ Amen! 

These Lenexans were killed in Viet Nam: 
Kurt Elton LaPlant, Marines 
Michael LaVem While, Navy ~ 
Charles Robert Bales, A rmy OJ 
Dennis Wayne Glynn, Marines 
Larry Wynn Petett, Army 
Lawrence Walker Scanlan, Army 
George Davidson Stone, Army 
James Gilbert Humphrey, Army 
Robert Oral Girdner, Army 
Source: "Veterans, • LBM Heritage Room Ubrary ---- ...... -. - --­
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Read All About It! 

November Honors U.S. Military Veterans 

World War I Hero 

5&". .. 
IsadClrI:! Hoehn aij of his !He in Lenexa 

and left for the U. S. Army on Sept. 17, 1917. He 
spent six weeks in Camp Funston, Junction City, 
KS. He then went to Fort Sill, OK, and left in May 
1918 for France. He was in the 137th Infantry 01 
the 35th Division. He was killed on Sept. 26, 1918 
in the Battle 01 the Argonne. He was the only sol­
dier from Lenexa killed in World War I. 
Source for all information on thi!; page: ·Veterans, ~ LBM 
Heritage Room Ubrary. 

Lenexa Historical 
Non-Profit Org.14907 W. 87th Sl Pkwy. U.S. PO$l:age

Lenexa. KS 66215-4135 PAID 
Permit No. 57 

World War II Heroes 

Right: Cpt Paul T. Wise. 
31 years old, died 
Augusll0. 1944 of 
enemy rifle li re received 
on August 9 in combat 
on the Brittany 
Peninsula in France. 
Paul was a member of 
Company C, 603rd tank 
destroyer battalion. He 
was the son of Mathias 
John and Christine 
Maurer Wise. Paul was 
born and raised in 

Lett: Bernard 
Kill, son of John 
and Josephine 
Kill, died in 
l/IfINll on July 
13,1944. He 
was born 
November 26, 
1916. His broth· 
er, Leo Kill. also 
lived in Lanexa. 

Many Thanks to Our 

Benefactors 


The Lenoxa Historical Society and Legler Bam 
Museum are very fortunate to have generous 
benefactors helping us meellhe financiat require­
ments of opef8t1ng the Bam. They are: 
Amos Family Funeral Homes 
Cookbook Publisher3 Inc. 
Hennes Landscaping 
Zarda Bar-Boa and Catering 

Thanks to all four companies for their gen­
erosity! 

We appreciate Holiday Inn-Lenexa, Fry­
Wagner Moving, and Sebring Decorating 
Supply for their continued support . 

Prem ier Bank is now a corporate member 01 
LHS. Please patronize all our corporate friends! 


